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they owed to Pius XII. A prominent
Jewish citizen of Rome declared:
“Our Catholic brothers have done
more for us than we can ever do
to repay.” And another Jew, at a
meeting of the National Committee
of Liberation, said: “It was in the
name of the frankest feeling of
brotherhood that the Church did
its utmost to rescue our threatened
people from destruction. The su-
preme ecclesiastical authorities and
all those priests who suffered for us
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in imprisonment and in concentra-
tion camps have our eternal grati-
tude.”

After the war, Pius XII addressed
a group of European Jews who had
come to the Vatican to thank him
“for his generosity on their behalf
during their persecution.” The Pope,
obviously moved by the demonstra-
tion, told them that the Church
“. . . could rise above all narrow
and arbitrary limits created by hu-
man selfishness and racial passions.”



